Health cannot be attained by the health sector alone. In developing countries in particular, economic development, anti-poverty measures, food production, water, sanitation, housing, environmental protection all contribute to health and have the same goal of human development. 3 Yet, still today in Australia, poor coordination of collaboration between government departments has often meant that issues such as health, housing, education, welfare, and employment are treated as separate issues rather than being seen as integral to the totality of health and well-being. Further, as Ekermann, et al point out, ill health occurs when basic human needs are not met and health for Aboriginal people cannot be disassociated from self-determination, land rights, and "cultural vitality."4 Moreover, health cannot be neatly divided in to "wellness` and "illness" or mental and physical aspects. In a holistic approach, all factors that can impinge on health are considered interrelated.
Where are the Children?
As a child my father was playing in the Burdekin region when he was picked up by government authorities and sent to Palm Island, where he was raised by my grandparents. This reserve was notoriously known as a punishment settlement where 40 different clans were forced to live as one under the Aboriginal Protection Act. As Fourmile has recollected, "We used to all line up regimentally and start raking up leaves and sticks with our fingers, down on our hands and knees. We were just treated like animals. "7 My father recalled the dormitories where young children had to sleep, as well as work very hard, long hours without pay. It was government policy for any half-caste children to be taken away from their families and many did not return. In 1957, my grandfather was one of six men who went on a hunger strike on Palm Island protesting for better conditions. All six were handcuffed, chained and separated from their families and sent to other reserves in Queensland. My grandmother is still alive today, with these memories.
Between 1883 and 1969, more than 5,300 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were sent to Cootamundra girls training school and Kinchele boys home near Kempsey in New South Wales (NSW), where they were given training as domestics and farmhands. It has been estimated that one in every seven Aboriginal children was taken from their families during this century, while the figure for white children was about one in 300. Swan notes:
Light-skinned children were forcibly removed from their darker parents and later this special treatment was extended to include the removal of children from rural towns and reserves as well. Among others, Aborigines have described this policy as a systematic attempt at cultural genocide, which has been the background for many years of horrific memories, distress and mental health problems that continue to this day. Ring acknowledges the tremendous improvement in children's health since the 1970s when the ratio of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mortality for young children was eight to 10 times than of whites. This rate has subsequently been reduced to two to three times that of the general population. During the same period however, "inequalities in the health of adults have stayed the same or increased somewhat in males and increased dramatically in females.''13 Further, Ring contends: "Today an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander male in his forties has a risk of dying that is nine times that of his white counterpart and a woman in her thirties has a risk of dying that is 12 times that of her white counterpart.. .These are the peaks but for much of adult life HEALTH AND HUMAN RIGHTS the differentials are four, six or more. In fact it is difficult to find any population in the world for whom statistics are available that have adult death rates at the level of Australian Aboriginal. 
